
 

   
 Check out our website at www.rydebaptist.org 

for general updates.  
Sermon notes and suggestions for reading and study are on 

https://www.rydebaptist.xyz —the Sunday  
supplement.   

    
 

 
 

     3 May 2020                                        

Don't just clap for the NHS. Pray for them too! 

 

 

 

Pray for: 
Food Production and Distribution   
Pray for all working to ensure that we have enough food. Pray that 
God would help people to serve their community, shopping for 
neighbours, giving to foodbanks, helping to harvest and sell food. 
Self-Employed People   
Many self-employed people are facing a huge drop in revenue and 
can’t pay bills. Pray that they can use their creativity and skills to 
help others and rebuild the economy in a safer and sustainable way.  
Charities, the Third Sector, and Volunteering   
Many volunteers or workers for charities are still giving to those less 
fortunate, in time or resources. However fundraising will continue to 

reduce as givers have financial problems of their own. 
Police and Criminal Justice   
The police and criminal justice system bring order and protection. In 
prison many look to God for meaning and purpose, but self-harm 
and mental ill-health are increasing. The lockdown means a backlog 
for trials and many lawyers are working remotely.  
Students  
Students brought out of study and the career ladder still need to 
complete assignments. There’s a lot of uncertainty around the  
future, including exams, qualifications, and employment.  
Carers and Care Homes   
Carers look after the most vulnerable and bring joy to their lives. 
Caring for those with dementia, who do not understand what is  
happening, is hard. Staff shortages and lack of PPE are problems.  
 

Contacts: 
Church office: closed at  
present  
Website: www.rydebaptist.org 

 
@rydebaptist  
Minister: Rev Kerry Birch  

        01983 564137 
Church Secretary:  
    Sally Pratt 
    01983 641305     
rydebaptistsecretary@gmail.com 

Please note! Items for 7/52 should 
be given to Sally  by midnight 
THURSDAY on 641305 or email:  
ian.pratt5@btopenworld.com 

Reg Charity no 1133780   
All Deacons available by   if 
needed. 

  



 

Thank you for your continued financial support of the work of the 
Church.   

Bank details for standing orders are as follows:  
RBC Barclays current account number 20731102  

sort code 20—60– 55 
If you usually give by cash or cheque, save it up until you have a few 
weeks' worth and then contact Kerry or a deacon who can collect it 

from you. 
      Offerings for March were as follows: 

Cash and Envelopes £282.76 Standing orders £1630   
Total: £1912.76 

Open Doors: In India many have lost their income and  
persecuted Christians are often overlooked in aid distribution. 
OD partners are doing what they can to provide food. Many 
congregations are very poor - most are daily wage labourers. 
Pastors’ families are suffering the most, as they rely on offer-
ings for their income – usually c. £2 to £5 a week.  
Please pray for Open Doors partners to reach the neediest, 
for faith, resilience and protection against Hindu extremists. 

Tear Fund: is working in more than 50 countries.  
In Afghanistan, a local partner provides counselling for 
staff, patients and families at a hospital for patients with 
coronavirus. TF are helping to distribute PPE.  
In Burundi 50% of children suffer from malnutrition. TF 
feeding centres provide support to new mothers and babies, 
and local partners are planning to use home delivery kits.  
In Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, poor conditions mean  
social distancing and frequent handwashing are impossible.  
TF are distributing leaflets about handwashing, distancing and 
recognising symptoms, and have given out hygiene kits.  

Jenny and Paul Brooking’s nephew Laurie 
is out of intensive care but still in hospital. 
Please continue to pray for him and family. 
 
We are sad to let you know that Emily  

Norris passed away this week, after being ill for some time. 
Please pray for her family at this time. 
 
What’s On 
Worship at home with Premier Radio 10 am Sunday. 
BBC1 10.45 am  Sunday worship from Bangor Cathedral  
Also listen to Pam Rhodes on Premier for Sunday Live wor-
ship at 6 pm.  

 
Prayer broadcasts with BU General Secretary Lynn 
Green at 7 pm on Sundays and Wednesdays.  
Available at https://www.baptist.org.uk/
Groups/338268/Prayer_broadcasts.aspx  

Hear Tim Keller speak on ‘How to deal with dark times’ at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ulmaUtbayGY  
 
For a list of churches in the SCBA are that are live streaming or  
producing videoed services,  see http://www.scba.org.uk/ 
cv-updates.html   
 
The Church of England’s free dial-in worship service Daily Hope offers 
music, prayers and reflections as well as Church of England worship 
services at the end of a telephone line. Available 24 hours a day on 
0800 804 8044. 

Millions of church leaders around the world are now using technology 
to reach people with their message. Nearly 60,000 churches are 
streaming their services live in the UK. All Easter services that were 
broadcast are still online, and in 20-30 years' time, people could still 
be watching. Spring Harvest, which usually has c.40,000 attendees 
each year, has had over a million live views of its 2020 digital  
service.  A Turkish church in London usually has approximately 50 
people from the Turkish community attending. Last Sunday over 
1,600 people tuned into the live stream of their service.  
 
Patrick Dixon, author of Futurewise and Cyber Church, compares 
this time with the conditions under which the apostle Paul shared the 
gospel. "He was the most influential Christian who has ever lived. His 
ministry has impacted more people than any other Christian, but the 
only reason for this is because he was in prison. He became the 
world's first 'time warp' apostle, the first digital discipler – his words 
are still being broadcast across the world in 100 million different ways 
every day”.  


