
 

   
 Check out our website at www.rydebaptist.org 

for general updates.  
Sermon notes and suggestions for reading and study are on 

https://www.rydebaptist.xyz —the Sunday  
supplement.   

    
 

 
 

     7 June 2020   

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,  
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

Matthew 28:19 

Heavenly Father, 
The brutal killing of George Floyd in Minnesota, USA, has 
highlighted the racial injustices silently faced by many  
people in our communities and across the world. 
Some of these injustices are perpetuated and promoted by our own 
unconscious attitudes, words of prejudice, subtle discrimination, and 
favouritism. We recognise this sinfulness in our communities and in 
ourselves, and we repent wherever we have contributed to these 
injustices towards others, knowingly and unknowingly. 
We ask for God’s forgiveness and seek forgiveness from one  
another. We pray for God’s grace to enable us to love not only in 
word, but in deed. We ask God to strengthen us to remove  
structures and systems that create the atmosphere for racial and 
other forms of injustice to thrive. God, break our hearts of denial, 
and give us hearts filled with love, respect, and compassion for all 
people, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
A prayer by Kwame Adzam, Overseas Team Leader for Evangelism 
and Discipleship, BMS World Mission 
 

What should our response be here in the United Kingdom? 

1. Empathy 
2. Prayer 
3. Share a message of love and forgiveness 
4. Speak out 
5. Name and address institutional racism in the UK 
6. Build on work already being done 

Agu Irukwu, senior pastor at Jesus House, Chair of RCCG UK 

and Pentecostal President of Churches Together in England 

Contacts: 
Church office: closed at  
present  
Website: www.rydebaptist.org 

 
@rydebaptist  
Minister: Rev Kerry Birch  

        01983 564137 
Church Secretary:  
    Sally Pratt 
    01983 641305     
rydebaptistsecretary@gmail.com 

Please note! Items for 7/52 should 
be given to Sally  by midnight 
THURSDAY on 641305 or email:  
ian.pratt5@btopenworld.com 

Reg Charity no 1133780   
All Deacons available by   if 
needed. 



 

Thank you for your continued financial support of the work of the 
Church.  Bank details for standing orders are as follows:  
RBC Barclays current account number 20731102  

sort code 20—60– 55 
If you usually give by cash or cheque, contact Kerry or a deacon who 

can collect it from you 
Offerings for April were as follows: Standing orders £1792   

We are currently running at a deficit as follows:  
   March            -£3456.83 
   April              -£3467.25 

Deficit for end of April   -£9522.99 

A news vendor shouted the same three words each day from his 
stand. ‘Ain’t it awful!’, he would call out while holding out a news-
paper. People would buy the paper because they just had to 
know what terrible thing had happened. 
Tragedy and dire predictions always make the front page, but if 
we become preoccupied with bad news, we will succumb to 
‘awfulising’ – a pessimism that clouds every situation with gloom. 
Disobedience and forgetting to trust God can cause great pain, 
but the doorway out of discouragement leads to the Lord, who is 
‘good to those who wait for him’ (Lamentations 3.25) 
 

Trust in God; let nothing disturb you, let nothing frighten you; 

All things pass: God never changes. 

Patience achieves all it strives for. 

He who has God finds he lacks nothing. 

God alone suffices.  
                                             St Teresa of Avila (1515-82) 

What’s On 
Worship at home with Premier Radio 10 am Sunday. 
BBC1 10.45 am Trinity Sunday service from St David’s  
Cathedral and Songs of Praise at 1.15 pm  
Also listen to Pam Rhodes on Premier Radio for Sunday Live  
at 6 pm, followed by Prayer of Hope from Churches Together at 7 
pm. Pam Rhodes also leads a lunchtime singalong every weekday 
at 1 pm on Premier Radio. 
 

Prayer broadcast with BU General Secretary Lynn 
Green at 7 pm this Sunday. Prayers at 7 pm on 
Wednesdays.  
All available at https://www.baptist.org.uk/
Groups/338268/Prayer_broadcasts.aspx  

 
 
Read a wonderful testimony of forgiveness at https://
www.premierchristianity.com/Past-Issues/2020/June-
2020/How-I-forgave-the-racist-man-who-murdered-my-
wife?  
 

Read a church leader’s thoughts at https://
www.premierchristianity.com/Blog/George-Floyd-The-evil-
cancer-of-racism-must-be-cut-out?  
 
‘A Bible was held by President Trump, who stood by the church sign-
board at St John’s Episcopal Church. It is not clear what message Mr 
Trump intended to convey, but it is disturbing. He outraged the 
church’s bishop, and many other clergy of all denominations.  It is 
troubling to see the Bible being used as a prop – particularly when... 
it’s associated with images of violence. Co-opting the Bible as a justi-
fication for repression is unacceptable. Enlisting the Bible in our 
cause is a dangerous thing to do. It is fundamentally untamed; it 
judges all of us – presidents and people. Yes, it judges looters and 
destroyers – but it judges murder, racism, oppression, and injustice 
too.’  
 
       Mark Woods, Bible Society 
 
‘Racism is an affront to God. It is born out of ignorance and must 
be eradicated. We all bear the responsibility and must play our part 
to eliminate this scourge on humanity. Dr Martin Luther King Jr 
said, ‘In a real sense, we are all caught in an inescapable network 
of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Therefore, injus-
tice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.’ We pray that God’s 
abounding wisdom, compassion and love will guide leaders across 
the world to forge a better society.”  

  Archbishop Justin Welby and Archbishop John Sentamu  
 

https://www.premierchristianity.com/Past-Issues/2020/June-2020/How-I-forgave-the-racist-man-who-murdered-my-wife?
https://www.premierchristianity.com/Past-Issues/2020/June-2020/How-I-forgave-the-racist-man-who-murdered-my-wife?
https://www.premierchristianity.com/Past-Issues/2020/June-2020/How-I-forgave-the-racist-man-who-murdered-my-wife?
https://www.premierchristianity.com/Past-Issues/2020/June-2020/How-I-forgave-the-racist-man-who-murdered-my-wife?
https://www.premierchristianity.com/Blog/George-Floyd-The-evil-cancer-of-racism-must-be-cut-out?
https://www.premierchristianity.com/Blog/George-Floyd-The-evil-cancer-of-racism-must-be-cut-out?
https://www.premierchristianity.com/Blog/George-Floyd-The-evil-cancer-of-racism-must-be-cut-out?

