
 

   
  

Check out our website at www.rydebaptist.org 
for general updates.  

Sermon notes and suggestions for reading and study are on 
https://www.rydebaptist.xyz —

the Sunday  
supplement.   

    
 

28 June 2020  
In the aftermath of the stabbings in Reading, violence in London 

and other places, and all the worries about coronavirus still with 

us, it would be easy to question whether God is still on the 

throne. Psalm 121 encourages us to keep looking upwards:  

‘I lift up my eyes to the mountains -where 

does my help come from? 

My help comes from the LORD, the Maker 

of heaven and earth. 

He will not let your foot slip - he who 

watches over you will not slumber. 

The LORD will keep you from all harm— 

    he will watch over your life. The LORD will watch over your 

coming and going, both now and forevermore.’ 

When the clouds are heavy, Lord, and the storm seems to last for 
ever;  

when the night is dark, and the morning proves long in coming; 
though the rain is constant and sunshine feels a distant memory; 
though the winter continues despite spring having also begun;  

teach us to trust, to keep faith, to believe that day will dawn again; 
that the clouds will lift and life will blossom once more;  
that after tears will come laughter, after despair, joy,  

after chaos, order, after sickness, health,  
and after death, life.  

Amen. 
 
Nick Fawcett. For Such a Time as This  © Kevin Mayhew Publishers.  
 

"Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.'' 

Nehemiah 8.10 

Father, we pray and ask for breakthroughs today - personally,  
for loved ones, for those struggling. Please help us to trust that You 
will break through in Your perfect timing. Help us to have patience 
amidst the highs and lows, and the discernment to hear Your voice. 

Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 

Contacts: 
Church office: closed at  
present  
Website: www.rydebaptist.org 

 
@rydebaptist  
Minister: Rev Kerry Birch  

        01983 564137 
Church Secretary:  
    Sally Pratt 
    01983 641305     
rydebaptistsecretary@gmail.com 

Please note! Items for 7/52 should 
be given to Sally  by midnight 
THURSDAY on 641305 or email:  
ian.pratt5@btopenworld.com 

Reg Charity no 1133780   
All Deacons available by   if 
needed. 



 

IMPORTANT!             Dear friends, 
As you know, there have been past requests regarding a “deputy” 
treasurer for RBC. This is becoming increasingly important. My 
mum is approaching 98 years old and, while currently in reasonable 
health, is getting increasingly frail and is house bound. Being the 
only child I will need to be on the mainland for an extended period 
of several months upon her death. At that time I really won’t be in 
a position to concentrate on RBC duties. 
Can someone (or two) find it in their heart to “learn the ropes”, 
please. The accounts are now based on spreadsheets and, truly, it 
is not difficult to learn.   In Christ, Jim. 

Thank you for your continued financial support of the work of the 
Church.  If you are able to give by standing order, PLEASE do so!  

RBC Barclays current account number 20731102  
sort code 20—60– 55 

If you usually give by cash or cheque, contact Jim on 810991 to  
arrange delivery or collection  

We are currently running at a deficit as follows:  
   -£11432.42. This is mainly due to the loss of letting fees 

for the GSC 

Tearfund is the only agency that runs feeding programmes in three 
areas of South Sudan. In one county alone 90 per cent of crops 
were destroyed by floods, leaving families without food or income. 
Conflict is increasing, coronavirus is spreading. Their feeding centres 
are needed more than ever. Please help if you can at: https://
www.tearfund.org/en/latest/south_sudan_appeal/? 
 
‘Traidcraft Exchange’s work is normally long term - increasing  
incomes for the poorest, and challenging unjust business practices. 
Recently we have been forced to respond to short term needs.  
We are already supplying food, soap, and other support , and will 
continue as long as people need it. But basics are not enough. 
We need to prepare farmers for the next harvest, help workers to 
restore their livelihoods and do what we can to protect workers’ 
rights for the next generation.’ To help, go to: https://
action.traidcraft.org.uk/recovery-appeal?  
 
The OM ship Logos Hope has been in lockdown in Jamaica since 
March. Read more at https://www.uk.om.org/blog/when-
mission-isnt-what-you-expected?  

What’s On 
Worship at home with Premier Radio 10 am Sunday. 
BBC1 10.45 am Sunday morning live and Songs of Praise at 1.15 
pm  
Also listen to Pam Rhodes on Premier Radio for Sunday Live  
at 6 pm, followed by Prayer of Hope from Churches Together at 7 
pm. Pam Rhodes also leads a lunchtime singalong every weekday at 

1 pm on Premier Radio. 
Prayer broadcast with BU General Secretary Lynn 
Green and Alex and Dorcas Afriyie, Senior Pastors at 
London Network Church, at 7 pm this Sunday.  
Prayers at 7 pm on Wednesdays.  
All available at https://www.baptist.org.uk/

Groups/338268/Prayer_broadcasts.aspx  
See some reflections from SCBA on https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCN5lLARLZPEUP8pgOl3dwGQ 
 
Alison hosts a coffee morning on Zoom each Thursday at 10.30 
am. Please contact her on alison.ridout@btinternet.com or by 
phone if you would like to join so she can send you the link. 
 

Six years ago this week, Meriam Ibrahim was charged with apostasy 
(leaving Islam) and sentenced to death. She was given three days to 
recant her faith in Jesus, but refused. She was imprisoned with her 
son and gave birth to a daughter in prison. Meriam shares her  
experience at: https://www.womanalive.co.uk/stories/view?
articleid=3234&utm 
 
For a Christian perspective on the recently announced merger of 
DFID with the Foreign Office, see https://
www.premierchristianity.com/Blog/Tim-Farron-Cutting-
foreign-aid-is-the-ultimate-in-vice-signalling? 
—————————————————————————————————- 

Black Lives Matter 
 - study resources available at https://
www.premierchristianity.com/Blog/Fighting-racism-7-
helpful-resources-for-Christians?  
 -Download a parent’s guide here: 
https://yoopies.co.uk/c/press-releases/blacklivesmatter 
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