
this only happens with our consent and 

co-operation; He never forces more of 

His Spirit on us than we can take, or 

overwhelms us with experiences which 

we might find terrifying.  

But Jesus does say [Luke chapter 11] 

that our Father is always willing to give 

us more of His Spirit if we ask Him - and 

how much more generous to us He is 

than any earthly parent! The unspoken 

implication in that chapter is that God 

expects us to ask for more Spiritual infil-

ling.  

The Apostle Paul has a lot to say about 

the Spirit and spiritual gifts - those are a 

topic for a non-lockdown sermon. And 

Paul is quite clear about what ‘fruits’ or 

evidences of the Spirit we can expect to 

see in us as we live for Jesus; Galatians 

chapter 5 vs 22-23: love, joy, peace, 

long-suffering, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self control. 

We can’t summon-up or create these 

attributes in ourselves; they only appear 

as we depend more and more on the 

presence of the Spirit, hour by hour. 

In a more complicated passage from 

John chapter 16, Jesus tells us that that 

the presence of the Spirit is designed to 

enable His people to show God to a sin-

ful world; both by the way we live our 

corporate life and by deliberately en-

gaging with worldly powers to demon-

strate their sinfulness, and God’s atti-

tude to justice and judgement. This, of 

course, isn’t an easy task, yet something 

the church-as-a-whole is expected to 

do.  

So how can I respond today, to the pres-

ence and challenge of God’s Spirit in 

me? To the knowledge that the Spirit 

still hovers over this dark and chaotic 

world?  

A full examination of this topic will re-

quire a series of sermons[!] but, in brief, 

l confess to the Father that I often ig-

nore or squeeze out my awareness of 

His Spirit; that I’m ashamed of that truth 

and really want to do better by being 

more sensitive and open to Her, mo-

ment by moment. I can’t do that by my-

self, so I pray for more of the Spirit to 

live in me - to bring out the fruits of 

Godly living. And I ask Him to direct me 

to engage with the world, where He 

wants me, right now. 

SUGGESTED SONG 

O Lord, Your Tenderness 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=7a5abPFX7tU 
 

BLESSING 

“Spirit of God, unseen as the wind, 

gentle as is the dove; 

teach us the truth and help us believe, 

show us the Saviour’s love!” 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit, be with us all, ever-

more. Amen. 

https://rydebaptist.xyz 

RYDE BAPTIST CHURCH SUNDAY SERVICE 

21 June 2020 

Dear Friends, 

It is still only a few weeks since we have 

celebrated the season of Pentecost and 

Trinity. As we have said before, a rela-

tionship with God is primarily something 

to be experienced and enjoyed; and 

although it is important to think and 

explore deeply who God is and what he 

expects for this world and our lives 

(which is what Theology is all about, and 

what Bible Study is for), sometimes we 

can tie ourselves in knots trying to make 

sense of it all. Some things remain a 

mystery, with which we just need to 

trust God. We are grateful, therefore, to 

Nigel Pidgeon for preparing our sermon 

notes on The Work of the Holy Spirit 

today and for selecting the readings and 

songs for our worship together. 

I was recently looking again at Roger 

Forster’s little book called ‘Trinity: Song 

and Dance God.’ A little book with a big 

theme. I love the title with its stress on 

the dynamic relationship between Fa-

ther, Son and Spirit; and the implied 

choreography in the shape, movement 

and activity of each person. Forster is 

not the first or the last to use this meta-

phor to describe the Trinity. And if we 

are made in the image of God, then we 

are to reflect this imagery too. He 

writes, ‘The Trinity is a wonderful ex-

pression of humility: three equal friends 

who, nonetheless, give way to one an-

other in the manner of a servant. Jesus 

says He can do nothing of Himself un-

less He sees the Father doing it (John 

5:19). The Spirit does not speak on His 

own initiative, but only what He hears 

from the Godhead (John 16:13). Jesus 

prays that His Father would glorify Him 

with the glory He enjoyed before the 

world existed, a glory equal with His 

Father’s (John 17:5). Thus, within God 

from eternity, the idea of obedience, 

humility and servanthood has continual-

ly existed before God even created the 

world.’ (p.51)  

So, the character and nature of who we 

are created to be and who we are called 

to be as His Body, the church, is also 

intimately related to the character and 

nature of God Himself. To be authentic, 

when we think of ourselves and our 

relationships with each other and the 

world in which we live, if we are to live 

with integrity, then we must firstly 

acknowledge and then seek to reflect 

every aspect of who God is into every 

aspect of our daily lives. Trinity is not a 

theory, but living our lives in practical 

relationship with Father, Son and Spirit. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7a5abPFX7tU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7a5abPFX7tU
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We meet online via Zoom for our Sun-

day Morning Fellowship Meeting at 

10.30am, where today we will be shar-

ing communion. Our online Monday 

Prayer Meeting is at 7.00pm. We look 

forward to welcoming you. If you are 

reading this sheet on your computer or 

device you can also click on the readings 

and songs, and you will find many other 

links at https://rydebaptist.xyz 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

“In the last days, God says, I will 

pour out my Spirit on all people. 

Your sons and daughters will 

prophesy, your young men will 

see visions, your old men will 

dream dreams. Even on my serv-

ants, both men and women, I will 

pour out my Spirit in those days, 

and they will prophesy.”kkkkkkk  

(Acts 2:17-18) 

BIBLE READINGS 

Isaiah 61:1-6 

John 16:1-11 

Acts 2:1-18 

SUGGESTED SONGS 

Spirit of God, Unseen as the Wind 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=42ljxJEZelQ 
 
I Hear the Sound of Rustling 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=n2rSway6Cgc 
 
 

PRAYER 

Almighty God, when we begin to think 

about who you are, we find it hard even 

to imagine or to put into words. So we 

thank you for your Son Jesus, who has 

shown us who you are and has demon-

strated in such a powerful and a gra-

cious way through his death and resur-

rection, just what a loving Father you 

are. And we praise you for your Spirit 

among us, ensuring that the life of Jesus 

and the energy of your love flows 

through every part of our being. Inspire 

our worship and encourage us in our 

daily lives, we pray. Amen. 

“Without your help we fail our Lord, 

we cannot live His way; 

we need Your power, we need your 

strength 

following Christ each day. 

“Spirit of God, unseen as the wind, 

gentle as is the dove; 

teach us the truth and help us believe, 

show us the Saviour’s love!” 

PRAY FOR RYDE 

We only have ten days to go before the 

start of our two thousand and twenty 

hours of prayer challenge. 2020 hours 

over 85 days when we commit ourselves 

to praying for Ryde and its surrounding 

area, over what will be a very difficult 

summer season this year. It has been 

really encouraging how what started as 

an idea at one of our Monday prayer 

meetings in May, has grown to gather 

support from church leaders of all the 

mainstream Christian denominations in 

the Ryde area. As we prepare to pray 

each day for some aspect or area of our 

community life, there are many things 

we can do. Download the letter from 

prayforryde.org and send it to all your 

Christian friends and neighbours. There 

is also a poster you can download, col-

our in, and display in your window or 

other prominent position. It would be 

great to flood the town with these post-

ers from the beginning of July. Pray that 

our Christian brothers and sisters across 

town will catch the vision and commit 

themselves to praying together in this 

way, and that the people of the Ryde 

area will see how much God loves them. 

SUGGESTED SONGS 

Be Still for the Presence of the Lord 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Vep_Ty4Zx1o 
 
Quiet My Mind, Lord 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=SSvfAOB0DOI 
 

MINI-SERMON OUTLINE 

The Work of the Holy Spirit 

We’re all familiar, I expect, with many of 

the biblical passages which refer to the 

Holy Spirit of God. These often highlight 

that the Spirit is God's ‘agent’ for acting 

within time and space e.g. on the earth.  

The Spirit is, of course, present at crea-

tion, since She is part of the Trinity of 

God. We read that the Spirit hovered 

over the dark, chaotic waters of earth 

before they were fully formed [Genesis 

1 vs 2]. The Spirit 'came upon' or 

‘clothed’ men and women in the Old 

Testament to undertake specific tasks or 

duties [Gideon in Judges chapter 6; 

Samson in Judges chapter 14; Isaiah in 

chapter 61 - and many more].  

The Holy Spirit alighted on Jesus in bodi-

ly form at Jesus’ baptism [e.g. Luke 

chapter 3 vs 22] as part of Jesus’ com-

missioning into His ministry. And as we 

reflected in some detail recently, the 

Spirit was ‘poured out’ by God into Je-

sus’ disciples on the Day of Pentecost - 

the Birthday of the Church.  

We know that Jesus has given each one 

of us that same Spirit - that once we 

believed the Christian Gospel and could 

say out loud ‘Jesus is Lord’ then we ac-

cepted the Spirit of God into each of our 

spirits. The Spirit now never leaves us, 

even when we’re ignoring Her, and ulti-

mately shepherds us into the Presence 

of the Father and the Son as we die. 

In this present, earthly part of our eter-

nal life, God’s spirit is the controlling 

force through which we are each, slowly 

[very slowly sometimes in my case!] 

being moulded or shaped to be more 

like Jesus, in thought, word and deed. 

Our Father is so kind and merciful that 
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