
ation has been groaning as in the pains 

of childbirth right up to the present 

time.” As all mums know, this is a very 

powerful image (some might even com-

plain that the Apostle Paul could not 

possibly know just how powerful), and 

he applies it in verse 23 to all grown up 

children of God: “Not only so, but we 

ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 

Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly 

for our adoption to sonship, the re-

demption of our bodies.” So strong is 

the struggle in us, to live lives that are 

holy and worthy of our identity as sons 

and daughters of the living God, con-

stantly conflicted and tempted and yet 

to experience the fulness of grace that 

we have been promised and for which  

we hope. And yes, the word ‘hope’ ap-

pears many times in this passage too, 

not as a daydream but as a certainty, 

not as an idea but as a reality. 

Living as Heirs. One of the words that is 

not easy to translate any other way is 

the word ‘sonship’ in verse 23, because 

technically it refers to the previous legal 

inheritance rights of the eldest son, 

which is now being applied to all sons 

and daughters of God as his heirs (v17): 

“Now if we are children, then we are 

heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with 

Christ, if indeed we share in his suffer-

ings in order that we may also share in 

his glory.” Laws of inheritance and suc-

cession can seem so very unfair in all 

human societies. Whilst it is no longer 

the case for us that the eldest son takes 

precedence, wills and estates vary 

greatly. Some people seem to be born 

into wealth and privilege, as if handed 

down on a plate, whilst others seem 

destined to poverty as a lasting family 

legacy. Most people fall somewhere in 

between the two, but still at the lower 

end of the scale. But not so in the family 

of God, among his children, who jointly 

inherit the fullness of life and all its ben-

efits for which they are destined. That’s 

what, for Paul and for us, makes the 

struggles and sufferings of this life so 

worthwhile (v18): “I consider that our 

present sufferings are not worth com-

paring with the glory that will be re-

vealed in us.” That’s what infuses the 

word ’hope’ with such potency and such 

pungency (vs24-25): “For in this hope 

we were saved. But hope that is seen is 

no hope at all. Who hopes for what they 

already have? But if we hope for what 

we do not yet have, we wait for it pa-

tiently.”  

SUGGESTED SONG 

Praise To The Lord The Almighty 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=VGAaRtkovZQ 
 

BLESSING 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit, be with us all, now 

and forever. Amen. 
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RYDE BAPTIST CHURCH SUNDAY SERVICE 

19 July 2020 

Dear Friends, 

A few weeks ago I happened to post on 

Facebook that my back lawn was cov-

ered in dandelions and that I had just 

gone out and sprayed the lawn with 

weed killer. I immediately had a pan-

icked reply from the gardener who re-

placed the manse lawn last year, terri-

fied that I had killed off all her hard 

work. What I had actually done was to 

spot weed the dandelions with a prod-

uct that kills broad leaved weeds and 

leaves the narrow leaved grass intact. 

She was immediately reassured, and the 

lawn is now looking better than ever! 

Selective weed killers weren't available 

at the time that Jesus was teaching, 

which is why the Parable of the Weeds, 

one of today’s readings, works so well. 

As metaphors go, it is really effective. In 

a lot of areas of life the good and the 

bad have to coexist, and can only be 

separated further down the line. It 

might be because the good thing is still 

in its infancy and too vulnerable, or we 

are not yet sure of all the information 

and so need the wisdom of time and 

experience to discern the difference. 

When it comes to sin, although we are 

saved from the power and the conse-

quences of sin in our lives, we live our 

lives amid a mixture of good and bad 

influences, positive role models and 

toxic temptations. We constantly need 

our eyes and ears open, our hearts open 

to the Holy Spirit’s guidance, as we steer 

our way along life’s multitextured path.  

In the end the weeds will be fully sepa-

rated from the harvest, and our lives 

purged and purified through the fire of 

judgement—taking the parable’s image-

ry to its most colourful extent—that our 

righteousness might shine like the sun 

in the kingdom of our Father. For now 

we must get out the Dutch hoe, get 

down on our knees, and do the regular 

prayerful weeding that our lives need to 

remain free from sin germinating and 

taking root in us. If we do this there will 

be no need for us to live our lives sepa-

rated from the world (as puritan sepa-

ratists like our forbears) but rather navi-

gate life’s highways and byways sowing 

the seeds of Christ’s love as we go. 

Our Zoom Sunday Morning Fellowship 

Meeting is at 10.30am and our Monday 

Prayer Meeting at 7.00pm. If you are 

able to join us, you will be welcome. If 

you are reading this sheet on your com-

puter or device you can also click on the 

readings and songs. There are other 

helpful links at https://rydebaptist.xyz 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VGAaRtkovZQ
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PRAY FOR RYDE 2020 

Launched on 1 July 2020, the themes for 

prayer are being published daily. Go to 

https://prayforryde.org for more infor-

mation, videos and the link to the daily 

7pm Zoom prayer meeting. For those 

who cannot access  the website, here 

are last week’s themes: 12 July, Cafes, 

Restaurants & Pubs; 13 July, Hotels & 

Holiday Camps; 14 July, Sports & Leisure 

Facilities; 15 July, Fellowship House; 16 

July, Homeless People; 17 July, Families 

in Temporary Housing; 18 July, Support 

& Advice Agencies & Charities. We will 

update the list here each week until 23 

September. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Teach me your way, Lord, that I 

may rely on your faithfulness; 

give me an undivided heart, that 

I may fear your name. I will 

praise you, Lord my God, with all 

my heart; I will glorify your name 

for ever. For great is your love 

towards me; you have delivered 

me from the depths, from the 

realm of the dead. (Psalm 86:11-

13) 

BIBLE READINGS 

Psalm 86:11-17 

Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 

Romans 8:12-25 

SUGGESTED SONGS 

All Creatures Of Our God And King 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=An1BzakUTms 
 
Give Thanks To The Lord—Forever 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=d6xxWGWpaUQ 
 

PRAYER 

Dear Lord God, our Heavenly Father, we 

come before you today, humbly con-

fessing two things, that we love you 

beyond measure but also that yet again 

we have allowed sin to influence the 

way we have thought or behaved in 

some way or another. Forgive us, we 

pray, and accept our love and praise. As 

the Psalmist all those years ago, so we 

too pray: 

Lord, you are a compassionate 

and gracious God, slow to anger, 

abounding in love and faithful-

ness. Turn to me and have mercy 

on me; show your strength on 

behalf of your servant; save me 

because I serve you. (Psalm 86: 

15-16) 

We thank you that you are the same, 

yesterday, today and forever; that your 

mercy and grace are new and fresh eve-

ry morning. Take us afresh this new day, 

renewed by your Spirit, to live for and 

serve you according to the teaching and 

example of your Son, our Lord Jesus 

Christ—in whose name we pray.  Amen. 

TO PONDER 

Lots of people find closeness with God 

in a garden. A poem by Dorothy Frances 

Gurney contains the lines ‘One is nearer 

God’s heart in a garden Than anywhere 

else on earth’. In once sense it is com-

pletely untrue, for we can be very close 

to God anywhere. Yet in a deeper sense 

God created the first people and placed 

them in a garden, and enjoyed fellow-

ship with them there. The natural creat-

ed world both reflects and worships its 

creator, whilst also longing for its resto-

ration. Where in the natural created 

world do you find yourself close to God? 

SUGGESTED SONGS 

As The Deer 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=BYjhGeAIG6k 
 
Faithful One 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=7PjSO5Ihl0M 
 

MINI-SERMON OUTLINE 

Living as Children. Looking back, further 

each year, I have very fond memories of 

my childhood. That doesn’t mean child-

hood didn't contain difficult or painful 

times, including injuries and bereave-

ments, but on the whole I enjoyed being 

a child. And I still do, although in a very 

different way. Even as adults advancing 

in years we are still someone’s child, 

and one of the challenges of having el-

derly parents is that sometimes they 

remind us of that in no uncertain terms! 

Yet it is as a child of God that I most 

revel and flourish. Romans 8 tells us a 

lot about our childhood. If we are led by 

the Holy Spirit we are God’s children 

(v14). Through the Spirit, God has 

adopted us as his children—made us his 

own by free choice to be children, free 

from whatever previously enslaved us—

so we can call him Daddy (Abba being 

the personal, intimate Aramaic word for 

Father) (v15). Being a child doesn't 

mean that we remain children though. 

To live life to its fullest children need to 

grow up, to mature, to fulfil their poten-

tial, to break free from their necessary 

early restraints in order to become their 

own people, not clones of their parents 

but reflecting where they have come 

from in their own character and person-

ality. Growing up is an exciting thing; 

growing up in the family of God is the 

most exciting thing beyond all measure. 

Living as Parents. One of the sad things 

when I look back, is that I never became 

a parent myself. There have been many 

people who I have had a ‘parent-like’ 

influence on, and I thank God for them, 

but it is not the same. Yet this morning’s 

Romans 8 passage contains an image of 

parenting that even male parents 

(fathers) cannot really fully enter into: 

giving birth! Creation waiting in eager 

expectation, subjected to frustration, is 

an obvious reference to pregnancy 

(vss19-20), which becomes explicit in 

verse 22: “We know that the whole cre-
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